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President’s Corner
By Les Derusha

Fellow Members

I hope this newsletter finds you and your loved ones in good health. We 
had a meeting of the Board of West Michigan Woodworkers Guild and 
discussed the current pandemic situation and the current status of the 
Guild itself.

We have not met in person for the past 18 months and we are ALL 
interested in getting back together in person. I and the Board agree that a 
huge percentage of the value of meeting in person are the conversations we 
have with other members, before, during and after the meetings.

ZOOM meetings are better than a sharp stick in the eye, but many of our members are getting worn 
down from too much ZOOM and no face to face. The other factor is the pandemic is still looking for 
an end and appears to be as dangerous as ever.

So, this is what we are planning to do:  

•	 The planned picnic for September is postponed. We hope to maybe have our December 
Pizza party in person (MAYBE).

•	 We will also take a break from the ZOOM meetings for the remainder of 2021.
•	 Show and Tell has always been an important part of our meetings, and we would like to 

continue this tradition in the monthly newsletter. Steve DeVries has put together a great 
overview of how to do this on the next page. Please consider taking the time to send in a 
project for the newsletter.  Steve does great work on our newsletter, but the less content 
he has to work with, the harder it is. And also, for some of us the monthly newsletter is 
our only link to each other and people really want to see what you have been working on. 

	
The Board will continually review our status and keep you abreast of our plans.
Keep up the good work in the shop and stay safe.
									         -Les



Newsletter Show-and-Tell

I get it. I really do. It is much easier and much more fun to take a project to an in-person 
meeting and talk about it with your friends than it is to take photos, write a couple of sentences, 
and send an e-mail. And no, I am not being sarcastic. Sometimes (especially lately) e-mail and 
any form of electronic contact SEEMS like a lot of work, and it is just so much easier to do 
nothing. I have been there (actually, I own an annual pass to that destination). After all, as my 
favorite DEMOTIVATOR says : 

But here is the crux of the issue : I can’t write this newsletter by myself. Not only would that 
be horribly boring, but trust me, I am well aware that you don’t read this newsletter for my 
scintillating insights on modern workshop philosophy. The reason you check out this newsletter 
is for the pictures. So send me some!

“Hard work often pays off after time, but laziness always pays off now.”

Send all submissions to : 
newsletter@westmichiganwoodworkers.org

There will be a $25 gift card for the monthly best-submission. Winners 
will be determined by the Board. 

This does not mean the “Fanciest” or “Most complicated” project. 
If you turn an awesome baseball bat, we want to see it!

All submissions should include : 
1. Picture(s) of your projects. Send a bunch. I will pick and choose the best ones for the 

newsletter. 
2. One to two sentences describing the project. Try to include what types of wood used, 
any special techniques, time it took, unique joints styles, finishes used, etc... the more 

information the better.

3. YOUR NAME. Do not assume that I know your real name based on your e-mail address. 
If you don’t tell me your name, Bob Jenkins, I will assume it is ‘googlyeyes18133@gmail/

hotmail/yahoo.com

mailto:newsletter%40westmichiganwoodworkers.org?subject=Newsletter%20submission
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Tak Board
by Case VanderMaas

Tak Board. Each square is 
2” including the thin strip 
between them.  The center 
is cherry, next is maple, then 
cherry again.  The outer frame 
and the thin strips are sipo.  
There are 60 game pieces plus 
the two king pieces.  The 
small inserted pieces are also 
sipo. The pockets for these 
pieces were cut on my CNC 
machine.  It was all finished 
with Tung oil.



This is the first time I have built 
something from dried slab wood. 
I found it to be a very enjoyable 

process, even if it did take more time.

I wanted to be able to sit in a normal 
chair with a back while using the 
saw, so I designed the top to tilt 

down. This also means that I don’t 
have to lean over the saw as much 

to use it, which greatly reduces back 
strain.

Scroll Saw Cart
by Steve DeVries

The frame is made from ash.

The tabletop is an old re-purposed 
butcher block counter top



Notes from Tom McDonald

FREE Guild Membership!
Join the West Michigan Woodworkers Guild for FREE!.

To join the WM Woodworkers Guild for FREE until December 31, 2021 and to receive our monthly Newsletters 
and to post to our Facebook Page, all you have to do is send us the following information:

Your Full Name
Your E-mail Address
Your Mailing Address
Your Phone Number

Your Favorite Type of Woodowrking

Send your contact information to: 
Information@westmichiganwoodworkers.org

How Woodworkers Keep in Touch.
There are three ways Woodworkers can keep in touch with one another during this time of pandemic meeting 

restrictions:

One: Join the West Michigan Woodworkers Guild (Join Free until 12-31-21)

Two: Receive our Monthly Newsletter (FREE from September through June, annually) 
(Send us your contact information, Name, e-mail address, mailing address and phone 

number to: information@westmichiganwoodworkers.org)

Three: View and post questions, projects, items for sale or desired or general 
woodworking information to our Facebook Page regularly.

www.facebook.com/groups/wmiwwguild

TOOL Garage Sale 
Thanks You to Norm and his fellow Cravers for putting on an 

excellent  presentation on Wood Carving at our June 2021 Zoom 
General Guild Meeting.

Norm Merrow
3255 Essex NE

Grand Rapids, MI 49525

‘TOOLS’ (ALL TYPES) Garage Sale usually Thursday, Friday & 
Saturday 8:30 AM to 6:00 PM

This a GREAT Sale! YOU do not want to miss it if you are looking 
to increase your TOOL inventory.

The Guild’s 
Facebook page : 

www.facebook.com/groups/
wmiwwguild

Watch West Michigan Woodworkers 
Guild Facebook Page for Dates and 

Times.
http://www.facebook.com/groups/

wmiwwguild
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2914 Broadmoor SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49512

616-957-9663
www.woodcraft.com/stores/grand-rapids

woodcraft550@gmail.com 

888-826-5528 • hardwoods-inc.com
3056 Walker Ridge Drive NW, Ste A
Grand Rapids, MI 49544 • 616-784-9800

Introducing 

Hardwood Plywood

Proudly Distributing

10% off listed price to those who show 
membership card.

616-784-9800
GrandRapids@hardwoods-Inc.com

Sanding Belts and Abrasives
Jim Schultz
Phone : 616-846-2550
Grand Haven, Michigan
http://www.econaway.com/

Special Pricing for Guild Members!

Step-by-step plan books for the coolest wooden toys in the world 
by S.G. Devries

All plan books include scale drawings of every part, hundreds of procedural photographs, and complete instructions.

 Bui ld  something awesome

The BIG Truck Plans The BIG Steam Roller Plans The BIG Dozer Plans 

http://woodcraft.com/grand-rapids
mailto:woodcraft550%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:GrandRapids%40hardwoods-Inc.com?subject=
http://www.econaway.com
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1539554325?pf_rd_p=183f5289-9dc0-416f-942e-e8f213ef368b&pf_rd_r=9F05PVVED6GVR0BWV8CW
https://www.amazon.com/BIG-Truck-step-step-instructions/dp/1544683626/ref%253Dsr_1_1%253Fkeywords%253Ds.g.%252Bdevries%2526qid%253D1569887219%2526s%253Dgateway%2526sr%253D8-1
https://www.amazon.com/BIG-Truck-step-step-instructions/dp/1544683626/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=s.g.+devries&qid=1578405151&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/BIG-Steam-Roller-S-Devries/dp/1986041832/ref=sr_1_4?keywords=s.g.+devries&qid=1569890703&s=gateway&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/BIG-Steam-Roller-S-Devries/dp/1986041832/ref%3Dsr_1_4%3Fkeywords%3Ds.g.%2Bdevries%26qid%3D1569890703%26s%3Dgateway%26sr%3D8-4
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1539554325?pf_rd_p=183f5289-9dc0-416f-942e-e8f213ef368b&pf_rd_r=9F05PVVED6GVR0BWV8CW
https://www.amazon.com/BIG-Dozer-step-step-instructions/dp/1539554325/ref%3Dsr_1_2%3Fkeywords%3Ds.g.%2Bdevries%26qid%3D1569887272%26s%3Dgateway%26sr%3D8-2


TONTIN
HARDWOODS & MILLWORKS
Retail & Wholesale Lumber Sales

565 Godfrey SW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Jeremy Stokes
General Manager

616-774-9332
Jeremy@tontingr.com 

www.tontingr.com

West Michigan Woodworkers Guild 
Board of Directors

President - Les Derusha
President@westmichiganwoodworkers.org  

Vice President - Dale Smith
ahumanoid@hotmail.com

Secretary - Chris Taylor
taylor.christopher.james@gmail.com
 
Treasurer - Case Vander Maas
case.vm@gmail.com 

Program Director - John Pflug
johnpflug2@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor - Steve Devries
newsletter@westmichiganwoodworkers.org

Guild Contact - Tom McDonald
information@westmichiganwoodworkers.org
616-706-8057

Board Members at Large
Patti Dooley
Rosepedal27@comcast.net 

Greg Quist
Gquist43@gmail.com 

MItch Hoogland
mitch.hoogland@gmail.com

Special discounts for all West Michigan 
Woodworkers Guild Members at any 

Sherwin-Williams store.

Web information

The Guild’s Facebook page : 
www.facebook.com/groups/wmiwwguild

The Guild’s website : 
www.westmichiganwoodworkers.org

Craft Supplies USA
THE WOODTURNERS CATALOG

Woodturnerscatalog.com 
1-800-551-8876

Provo, Utah 84606
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