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President’s Message
By Les Derusha

If all goes well : In-person meeting
Tuesday, April 12, 2022

7:00 PM to 9:30 PM
Ideal Park Christian Reformed Church 

Activity Center
320 56th Street SW, Wyoming, MI

Some GOOD NEWS for 
a change! It looks like we 
will be meeting In-Person 
on Tuesday April 12th at 
7:00PM EDT. The Guild 
Board will be meeting in 
March to firm this decision 
up based on the then 
current environment. We are 
hoping to do a Pizza Party 
AND a $50.00 Show and Tell along with A LOT 
OF personal catching up with each other. Further 
details next month.

In the meantime for March we will be doing 
another “Let’s Talk Shop” ZOOM session dedicated 
to Personal Shop Tours using your cell phone. This 
will take place on Tuesday March 8th at 7:00 PM 
EST. You can easily use your Smart Phone to do a 
shop tour while still connected to ZOOM on you 
PC or iPad (Sorry Flip phones won’t get the job 
done). You can be connected to ZOOM with both 
devices simultaneously, or simply join the ZOOM 
meeting with your phone to begin with. The only 
real prep work required on your part is to install 
ZOOM on your phone. If you have any questions 
call me on my cell 616 446-4008.

See you then!
			   -Les

54 th Street

56 th Street

C
lay Ave.

Ideal Park

U
S 131

S. D
ivision

Walmart
Home 
Depot

C
rippen

Save the date : 
Tuesday, March 8, 2022 at 7:00 pm

“Let’s talk shop” ZOOM get together.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82286473234?p-
wd=eGVOL2oxc2k3N1l2dHI2VFRSUlZWZz09

Meeting ID: 822 8647 3234
Passcode: 900524



Wooden Mallet
By Steven DeVries

I have never built a wooden mallet before, but if people on 
YouTube can do it, so can I. I used the hardest wood that I had 
on hand - mostly cut-offs picked up from the scrap bin. It is 
a little heavy so I plan on building another, smaller one, but I 
really like it for making homemade dowels with a dowel plate.

I patterned the handle off 
of my hammer, then used a 
band saw and belt sander to 
achieve an oval-ish shape.

Blue Mahoe 
sides

Wenge

Brownheart 
handle

The ends are angled at 6°.  
It is slightly too much so 
next time I will change to 

4°-5°.

I don’t know what the 
thin strips are. It was lightish 

yellow/orange but finished 
much darker than the Osage 

Orange.

Osage Orange

Bocote core

Ash wedges



Before

After

Some time ago I bought an old 
dowel maker off of Ebay, more 
because it looked interesting than 
anything else.

I printed out photos and numbered 
every part as I took it off so that I 
could remember how it went back 
together. The parts were cleaned 
with a mix of wire brushes, nylon 
brushes, mineral spirits, and 
Simply Orange paint remover. I 
chose a metallic copper color for 
repainting. 

The spiral blade was difficult to 
de-rust, but I managed. Now if 
only I could figure out a good 
way to sharpen it... 

Dowel maker restoration
By Steven DeVries



FREE Guild Membership!
Join the West Michigan Woodworkers Guild for FREE!.

To join the WM Woodworkers Guild for FREE until July 1, 2022 and to receive our monthly Newsletters and to 
post to our Facebook Page, all you have to do is send us the following information:

Your Full Name
Your E-mail Address
Your Mailing Address
Your Phone Number

Your Favorite Type of Woodowrking

Send your contact information to: 
Information@westmichiganwoodworkers.org

How Woodworkers Keep in Touch.
There are three ways Woodworkers can keep in touch with one another during this time of pandemic meeting 

restrictions:

One: Join the West Michigan Woodworkers Guild (Join Free until 12-31-21)

Two: Receive our Monthly Newsletter (FREE from September through June, annually) 
(Send us your contact information, Name, e-mail address, mailing address and phone 

number to: information@westmichiganwoodworkers.org)

Three: View and post questions, projects, items for sale or desired or general 
woodworking information to our Facebook Page regularly.

www.facebook.com/groups/wmiwwguild

The Guild’s 
Facebook page : 

www.facebook.com/groups/
wmiwwguild

Watch West Michigan Woodworkers 
Guild Facebook Page for Dates and 

Times.
http://www.facebook.com/groups/

wmiwwguild



2914 Broadmoor SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49512

616-957-9663
www.woodcraft.com/stores/grand-rapids

woodcraft550@gmail.com 

888-826-5528 • hardwoods-inc.com
3056 Walker Ridge Drive NW, Ste A
Grand Rapids, MI 49544 • 616-784-9800

Introducing 

Hardwood Plywood

Proudly Distributing

10% off listed price to those who show 
membership card.

616-784-9800
GrandRapids@hardwoods-Inc.com

Sanding Belts and Abrasives
Jim Schultz
Phone : 616-846-2550
Grand Haven, Michigan
http://www.econaway.com/

Special Pricing for Guild Members!

Step-by-step plan books for the coolest wooden toys in the world 
by S.G. Devries

All plan books include scale drawings of every part, hundreds of procedural photographs, and complete instructions.

 Bui ld  something awesome

The BIG Truck Plans The BIG Steam Roller Plans The BIG Dozer Plans 



TONTIN
HARDWOODS & MILLWORKS
Retail & Wholesale Lumber Sales

565 Godfrey SW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Jeremy Stokes
General Manager

616-774-9332
Jeremy@tontingr.com 

www.tontingr.com

West Michigan Woodworkers Guild 
Board of Directors

President - Les Derusha
President@westmichiganwoodworkers.org  

Vice President - Dale Smith
ahumanoid@hotmail.com

Secretary - Chris Taylor
taylor.christopher.james@gmail.com
 
Treasurer - Case Vander Maas
case.vm@gmail.com 

Program Director - John Pflug
johnpflug2@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor - Steve Devries
newsletter@westmichiganwoodworkers.org

Guild Contact - Tom McDonald
information@westmichiganwoodworkers.org
616-706-8057

Board Members at Large
Patti Dooley
Rosepedal27@comcast.net 

Greg Quist
Gquist43@gmail.com 

MItch Hoogland
mitch.hoogland@gmail.com

Special discounts for all West Michigan 
Woodworkers Guild Members at any 

Sherwin-Williams store.

Web information

The Guild’s Facebook page : 
www.facebook.com/groups/wmiwwguild

The Guild’s website : 
www.westmichiganwoodworkers.org

Craft Supplies USA
THE WOODTURNERS CATALOG

Woodturnerscatalog.com 
1-800-551-8876

Provo, Utah 84606


