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President’s Message
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Upcoming meeting

Tuesday, May 10, 2022
7:00 PM to 9:30 PM

Ideal Park Christian Reformed 
Church Activity Center

320 56th Street SW, 
Wyoming, MI

Greetings fellow woodworkers, and welcome to spring 
(which may eventually show up). Thank you all for 
making our first meeting in over two years this past 
April such a rousing, and encouraging success! Well, we 
are going to try it again Tuesday, May 10, 2022, and this 
time, our meeting will be all about wood — imagine 
that, woodworkers talking about wood.  

Dale Smith, otherwise known as the Teaching Staff of 
Woodcraft will join with Jim Jakosh and show samples 
of various species such as Red oak, Walnut, Purple 
Heart, Cherry, Padauk, Poplar, Cedars, Mahogany, 
Maple etc. They will discuss specific properties, uses and 
finishing commonly used with them. Some samples will 
be included in a raffle drawing.

GROUP PARTICIPATION — This is where you come 
in! We hope to get the collective wisdom of the group to 
offer their experiences with the various woods to the rest 
of us. We encourage you to bring in one or more pieces 
of your own favorite wood and share your knowledge 
and/or experience with the group. If you have a few 
pieces or types that you like to use, are more rare, or 
even if you don’t know exactly what they are, bring 
them on in and share your knowledge. Even with woods 
you are familiar with, there are always new tricks and 
things you can learn from others.

Remember the Guild Picnic is coming up on Tuesday 
June 14th, at 6:00PM at the home of John Pflug. He 
will be demoing his sawmill and 6x12’ 10HP CNC. 
The Guild would greatly appreciate some volunteers to 
help out with the grilling and food preparation. If you 
are interested, talk to John Pflug or Les Derusha. 

johnpflug2@gmail.com
President@westmichiganwoodworkers.org  

Stay Safe!
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April Show and Tell 

Jewelry box : Joe Knauf.  Made from 
Purple Heart and Spalted Maple

Coasters : Tom Englishman

Please note : If you brought in a show-
and-tell item to the April meeting and you 
do not see it in this newsletter, it will be in 
the next one. It was great to have so many 
things to show off and I want to make sure 
they all get the attention they deserve.

These are great things to make with scraps of 
wood too small for other projects. They make 

great gifts and do not take a lot of time.



Intarsia art : Dale Smith

Every time Dale brings his work in 
it makes me wish I had more time 
to spend with my scroll saw. Well, 

someday the kids will move out and 
I will finally be able to indulge.

In the meantime, Dale, keep 
bringing these things in, they are 

wonderful.



Carved wooden box - Dave Spooner

Dave said he used wood burning 
to create the textures an a water 
wash for color. The casework is 

made of Poplar with an Ash core. 

The smooth routing and edges 
contrast perfectly with the rustic 

carvings.

Sometimes my photos just don’t turn out, and 
unfortunately all of my full-length photos of 
Dave Spooner’s carved box were blurry. Still, 
it was a wonderful project and I hope you can 
get a good idea of what it looked liked.



Noel Cormier  - 
Longboard. Maple base 

with a walnut top.

Pete Kramer - Intarsia woman. 
Walnut, basswood, butternut.

Loving the book-matched walnut on the top 
of this board. If I knew how to use one of 
these, I don’t think I would want to put my 
dirty shoes onto it. It is almost like art.

These parts are screwed onto a plywood base (on the 
back). From this perspective it looks like a carving, but 

this is actually intarsia.

Maybe it is just me but I think the grain of the basswood 
matches the figure perfectly here for subtle skin/muscle 

lines. Well done, Pete.



FREE Guild Membership!
Join the West Michigan Woodworkers Guild for FREE!.

To join the WM Woodworkers Guild for FREE until July 1, 2022 and to receive our monthly Newsletters and to 
post to our Facebook Page, all you have to do is send us the following information:

Your Full Name
Your E-mail Address
Your Mailing Address
Your Phone Number

Your Favorite Type of Woodowrking

Send your contact information to: 
Information@westmichiganwoodworkers.org

How Woodworkers Keep in Touch.
There are three ways Woodworkers can keep in touch with one another during this time of pandemic meeting 

restrictions:

One: Join the West Michigan Woodworkers Guild (Join Free until 12-31-21)

Two: Receive our Monthly Newsletter (FREE from September through June, annually) 
(Send us your contact information, Name, e-mail address, mailing address and phone 

number to: information@westmichiganwoodworkers.org)

Three: View and post questions, projects, items for sale or desired or general 
woodworking information to our Facebook Page regularly.

www.facebook.com/groups/wmiwwguild

The Guild’s 
Facebook page : 

www.facebook.com/groups/
wmiwwguild

Watch West Michigan Woodworkers 
Guild Facebook Page for Dates and 

Times.
http://www.facebook.com/groups/

wmiwwguild



2914 Broadmoor SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49512

616-957-9663
www.woodcraft.com/stores/grand-rapids

woodcraft550@gmail.com 

888-826-5528 • hardwoods-inc.com
3056 Walker Ridge Drive NW, Ste A
Grand Rapids, MI 49544 • 616-784-9800

Introducing 

Hardwood Plywood

Proudly Distributing

10% off listed price to those who show 
membership card.

616-784-9800
GrandRapids@hardwoods-Inc.com

Sanding Belts and Abrasives
Jim Schultz
Phone : 616-846-2550
Grand Haven, Michigan
http://www.econaway.com/

Special Pricing for Guild Members!

Step-by-step plan books for the coolest wooden toys in the world 
by S.G. Devries

All plan books include scale drawings of every part, hundreds of procedural photographs, and complete instructions.

 Bui ld  something awesome

The BIG Truck Plans The BIG Steam Roller Plans The BIG Dozer Plans 



TONTIN
HARDWOODS & MILLWORKS
Retail & Wholesale Lumber Sales

565 Godfrey SW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Jeremy Stokes
General Manager

616-774-9332
Jeremy@tontingr.com 

www.tontingr.com

West Michigan Woodworkers Guild 
Board of Directors

President - Les Derusha
President@westmichiganwoodworkers.org  

Vice President - Dale Smith
ahumanoid@hotmail.com

Secretary - Chris Taylor
taylor.christopher.james@gmail.com
 
Treasurer - Case Vander Maas
case.vm@gmail.com 

Program Director - John Pflug
johnpflug2@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor - Steve Devries
newsletter@westmichiganwoodworkers.org

Guild Contact - Tom McDonald
information@westmichiganwoodworkers.org
616-706-8057

Board Members at Large
Patti Dooley
Rosepedal27@comcast.net 

Greg Quist
Gquist43@gmail.com 

MItch Hoogland
mitch.hoogland@gmail.com

Special discounts for all West Michigan 
Woodworkers Guild Members at any 

Sherwin-Williams store.

Web information

The Guild’s Facebook page : 
www.facebook.com/groups/wmiwwguild

The Guild’s website : 
www.westmichiganwoodworkers.org

Craft Supplies USA
THE WOODTURNERS CATALOG

Woodturnerscatalog.com 
1-800-551-8876

Provo, Utah 84606


